!Suggestions for Your Event!

We’ve tried to design this so that you can plan whatever type of autonomous event you think is right for your community/organization/school/area etc... so BE CREATIVE don’t limit yourself to our ideas!

Suggested components of any event:

· fund raising
· focus on the original five points of the criminal injustice system that were being protested (police brutality, death penalty, free Mumia and all political prisoners, the prison industrial complex and a demand for community empowerment)
· focus on the RNC felony defendants because they are looking at the most serious cases and sentences
· include info on the current plight of the RNC defendants and how this relates to larger issues of political prisoners
· get in touch with other activists in your area who are working on issues surrounding the prison system, police brutality, political prisoners, Mumia Abu Jamal, the death penalty and community empowerment groups
· ask other activists to be a part of your event by speaking, doing workshops, bringing their flyers - these events are awesome opportunities for networking and building alliances
· relate your event to relevant local issues and include local activists affected by RNC issues
· incorporate the RNC issues into an event you are already planning
Some ideas for awareness and fundraising events:

teach-in, benefit show, open mic, cypher, workshops, speak out, dinner party, bake sale, information table on the street, kissing booth, potluck discussion, book sale/tag sale, flyering and stenciling crew, radical cheerleaders in the mall, party in your home, picnic and discussion, costume party, raffle, rally, march, parade, letter writing day, petition signing, BE CREATIVE!

Some ideas for how to incorporate the issue in to your events:

· at a hip-hop/punk  or other music show bring up speakers to announce facts or tell personal experiences in between music acts, have and information table, invite local activists from outside your circle to come and share information

· at a bake sale have flyers on your table, put a fact strip in with every cookie, have some one with a cell phone let people use their phone to call the Philly DA for $1 to voice support for RNC defendants

· at a dinner party charge $5 a plate (or whatever you think folks can afford) have a facilitated open discussion of how the issues we were protesting affect your community, and distribute literature

 Steps for planning an event:

· decide what type of event you want to have

· pick a date during the week of Monday February 19th through Sunday February 25th (Friday February 23rd: DA call/fax/e-mail jam day, Sunday February 23rd: Action Day)

· find a space/place for the event and confirm it

· contact bands, speakers, tablers, people to do workshops, volunteers to help set up and clean up etc.

· let us know the particulars by e-mailing solidarity@disinfo.net so we can add it to our list, post it on the website and hook up other folks with what you are doing 

· contact Philly R2K Legal and other groups from the resource page to get literature:  215-925-6791

· put out flyers publicizing your event, go to other related events and announce your event, give out flyers, etc.

· take flyers to local organizations, community centers, food co-ops, put ads in local indy/radical/school  newspapers

· send out press advisories if you think it is appropriate

· if you want to plan a protest and/or rally check out this website for some tips http://www.carleton.ca/~pmoore/storm/guide.htm
Week of Solidarity for RNC Defendants

To Raise Awareness and Funds

Call to Action!

On August 1st 2000, 420 people were arrested for protesting the Criminal Injustice System in Philadelphia at the Republican National Convention. The protesters have faced the very criminal injustice system they protested, spending as long as two weeks in the Philadelphia prison system. Now seventeen folks stand charged with serious felonies, some of which face serious jail-time, and many more (sixty-four) are facing misdemeanor charges. We must defend the right to protest in this country and keep the original issues of the day of action alive! The R2K Legal Collective has been working around the clock to free these protesters from further persecution and bring light to issues of the Criminal Injustice system in this country. This is costing tons of energy and money. Here’s what you can do:

Be a Part of the 

Week of Solidarity for RNC Defendants

to Raise Awareness and Funds
People all over the country and even around the world will be gathering in their own towns and cities to support those accused of felonies in the wake of the Philadelphia Republican National Convention. This is a chance to focus on issues of political prisoners and other aspects of the criminal injustice system which is why we were on the streets on August 1st, as well as to support protesters. Participants are strongly encouraged to organize abroad range of events focusing on the original protest issues by working with political prisoners and other criminal injustice  activist  organizations. 

February 19th-25th: 

Getting the word out. Plan an autonomous event in your community, school, organization, home or wherever to educate about the RNC defendants and raise some money. Include issues of other political prisoners, and why we were out on the street on August 1st to begin with. This could be a benefit show, teach in, bake sale, concert, panel, dinner party, march, discussion, etc. Invite other political prisoners or organizations working on issues of criminal injustice. 

Friday February 23rd:

Office Jam Day. Get people to see what they learned at your event by calling, faxing, and e-mailing the Philly DA, (****), etc.:

Mayor John Street, City Hall:  (215) 686-2181

Philadelphia, PA 19107

District Attorney Lynne Abraham:  (215) 686-8701

1421 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19102

Sunday February 25th:

Day of Action. Get some publicity for the issue, invite people from your other events to come to an action! Plan a march, rally, picket or whatever other type of creative action, large or small, to bring people together in support of RNC defendants, and to make some noise. Invite speakers and organizations dealing with related issues of state repression and the criminal injustice system.

Participate in ALL or PART of this week of events, plan what you can, every bit helps.

And be creative!

Organizing This packet is available at http://www.R2Kphilly.org. Includes suggestions on organizing events, suggestions on including other political prisoners, how to get a defendant to speak, where to get more info, etc.

Contact: solidarity@disinfo.net for more info...please keep us updated on events you are planning so we can pass on the info. to other folks in your area, etc. Also e-mail to find out what events are going on in your area if you want to attend or coordinate. 

